
Sustainable Community Application 2015  
 

 

I.  SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITYAPPLICANT INFORMATION 

 

Name of Sustainable Community:  

 

Smith Island, Somerset County, Maryland 

 

Name of Applicant:  

County Commissioners of Somerset County, Maryland 

 

Applicant’s Federal Identification Number: 52-6001-020 

 

Applicant’s Street Address: 11916 Somerset Avenue, Room 111  

 

City: Princess Anne County: Somerset  State: MD Zip Code: 21853 

 

Phone Number: (410) 651-0320 Fax Number: (410) 651-0366 Web Address: 

www.somersetmd.us 

 

 

Sustainable Community Application Local Contact: 

 

Name: Gary Pusey     Title: Somerset County Planning Director 

 

Address: 11916 Somerset Avenue, Room 211 City: Princess Anne State: MD Zip Code: 21853 

 

Phone Number: (410) 651-1424 Fax Number: (410) 651-2597  E-mail Address: 

gpusey@somersetmd.us 

 

Sustainable Community Contact for Application Status: 

 

Name: Gary Pusey                Title: Somerset County Planning Director 

 

Address: 11916 Somerset Avenue, Room 211 City: Princess Anne State: MD Zip Code: 21853 

 

Phone Number: (410) 651-1424 Fax Number: (651) 2597 E-mail Address: 

gpusey@somersetmd.us 
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II. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY – General Information 

 

 

A. Proposed Sustainable Community Area(s):  
 

(1) Provide a description of SC Area boundaries.  How did the applicant determine that these 

are the most appropriate boundaries for its target area?  Describe the methodology for 

choosing this target area.   

 

The Sustainable Communities Boundary for Smith Island was selected by 

identifying the historically developed residential, commercial, and institutional 

areas of the Island, all of which are located within a Priority Funding Area.      

 

(2) Include the following in as an attachment: 1) PDF or JPEG of proposed Sustainable 

Communities map, 2) GIS shapefiles of proposed Sustainable Community boundary 

(mapped to the parcel boundary), 3) pictures of proposed Sustainable Community area.   

 

(3) Approximate number of acres within the SC Area: 112.47 acres 

 

(4) Existing federal, state or local designations:   None 

☐Community Legacy Area ☐ Designated Neighborhood ☐Main Street ☐Maple Street  

☐National Register Historic District ☐Local Historic District ☐ Arts & Entertainment 

District 

☐State Enterprise Zone Special Taxing District ☐BRAC ☐ State Designated TOD 

☐ Other(s):    

 

(5) Prior Revitalization Investments & Smart Growth:  

 

(a) List and describe any significant State and local smart growth or revitalization 

related program investments (for instance, Community Legacy or SC Rehab Tax Credit) 

that have been invested in the Area since the launching of Maryland’s Smart Growth 

initiative and programs in 1997 (including Housing investment).  What impact have these 

investments made in the community? 

 

Smith Island was able to benefit from the HUD Disaster Recovery Funds that were 

awarded to the State of Maryland. As a result, damaged homes on the Island were 

eligible to receive monies for repairs, and CDBG/DR infrastructure funds have been 

set aside for repair/replacement of the Rhodes Point Dock ($400,000), as well as for 

a shoreline protection project for Rhodes Point ($4.7 million), which will benefit 

greater Smith Island. 

 

Somerset County (Smith Island) was also awarded funds ($90,000) from the 

Departments of Housing and Community Development and Natural Resources to 

hire a consultant to create a Vision Plan for Smith Island. The goals and objectives 
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of that Plan serve as the basis for this Sustainable Communities application. 

Currently, the County is in the process of adopting the Vision Plan as an addendum 

to the County’s Comprehensive Plan. This Vision Plan is an important step for the 

Islanders to start to chart the course for the Island’s future.   

 

Funding has also been allocated (approx. $8 million) to decommission the Tylerton 

wastewater treatment plant and construct a new and improved plant at Ewell that 

will meet all of the wastewater needs for the three villages that comprise Smith 

Island. 

 

Historically, Smith Island has not been the recipient of grants specific to 

revitalization and Smart Growth. Somerset County is not a wealthy County, and as 

such, finds it difficult to budget for the needs of the mainland, much less the needs 

of the Island. Due to the fact that Smith Island can only be accessed via boat, 

logistically, it makes it much more difficult and expensive to undertake projects on 

the Island. As such, years of disinvestment have had a negative impact on the 

Island’s infrastructure.          

 

B. Organizational Structure, Experience and Public Input:  

 

(1) Describe the Applicant’s organizational structure.  Specifically, which organizations are 

members in the Sustainable Communities Workgroup and who are the respective 

staff? Who are the leaders, and how will the Workgroup advisor or staff manage 

implementation of the SC Area Plan? 

 

The staff of the Somerset County Department of Technical and Community Services 

(Planning Department) will be responsible for the implementation of the Sustainable 

Communities Plan. The Planning Department will partner and collaborate with the 

Somerset County Economic Development Commission, the Somerset County 

Sanitary District Commission, the Somerset County Department of Recreation and 

Parks, the Somerset County Roads Department, and Somerset County Emergency 

Services, as well as Smith Island United, a grassroots, 501(c)(3) organization. Smith 

Island United was heavily involved in the development of the Vision Plan, as well as 

this Sustainable Communities application. Smith Island United has formed a Vision 

Plan Implementation Committee, with an appointed Implementation Coordinator, 

to seek out funding opportunities to implement the goals and objectives outlined in 

the Vision Plan. The Committee is comprised of Island residents, County employees, 

and representatives from the Maryland Departments of Housing, Planning, and 

Natural Resources.           

 

(2) Describe the Applicant organization’s past experience in administering revitalization 

plans and projects. Describe the roles of the members of the Sustainable Communities 

Workgroup, including their experience in implementing revitalization initiatives. What 

are the strengths and challenges of the capacity of these groups with respect to 

implementation of the SC Plan? 
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The staff of the Somerset County Planning Department (and the various County 

Departments, in general) has a long and effective history of grant implementation. 

More recently, the Planning Department has been responsible for administering 

almost 25 million dollars in CDBG/DR funds associated with the impacts of 

Hurricane Sandy.  

 

Smith Island United has a volunteer professional planner that has agreed to serve as 

the Implementation Coordinator for the Smith Island Vision Plan. The 

Implementation Coordinator has already applied for several grants on behalf of 

Smith Island United and hopes to continue the momentum generated by the 

community visioning process.  

 

The strengths of the various County Departments lie in the fact that Somerset 

County has had to rely on grant funds for many years to help supplement its’ 

budget to achieve their plans for growth, development, redevelopment, and 

revitalization. The County has professional staff capable of implementing this 

Sustainable Communities Plan. In addition, Smith Island United is well respected 

and supported, not only in the community, but regionally and nationally for its’ 

grassroots effort to have the Island recognized for its’ future potential. Smith Island 

United is well organized and its Implementation Committee and Implementation 

Coordinator can only help to augment the successful implementation of this 

Sustainable Communities Plan.           

 

(3) How did residents and other stakeholders in the community provide input to the Action 

Plan described below in the next section?  On which existing local plans (comprehensive 

plans, economic development plans, sector plans, etc.) is the Sustainable Communities 

Action Plan based?   

 

The Islanders, as well as their federal, State, and local government partners, had 

direct input into the Sustainable Communities Action Plan as a result of the almost 

yearlong community visioning process associated with the development of the Vision 

Plan. Many Town Hall meetings were held on Smith Island over a several month 

period to gain direct input from the Island residents about the future of Smith 

Island. The ideas presented at those many meetings have been translated into the 

goals, opportunities, strategies and implementation measures outlined in the Vision 

Plan. The Sustainable Communities Action Plan is based directly on the language 

contained in the Vision Plan.         
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CHECKLIST AND TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPLICANT: Somerset County Commissioners 

 

NAME OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY: Smith Island, Somerset County, Maryland 

 

Please review the checklist of attachments and furnish all of the attachments that are 

applicable. Contents of the notebook should be tabbed and organized as follows: 

 

 Tab #1 Sustainable Community Applicant Information 

 

 TAB #2 - Sustainable Community General Information:  In addition to the narrative 

about the baseline information included in the Sustainable Communities application, include 

a hard copy of the of the proposed Sustainable Communities map in Tab 2.    

 

 TAB #3 – Sustainable Community Action Plan/Matrix  

 

 TAB #4 – Local Support Resolution:  (sample resolution on page 11)  In addition to the 

local support resolution, please include any letters of support that demonstrate partner 

commitments to the implementation and/or oversight of the Sustainable Community 

Plan.   

 

 TAB #5 – Signed Sustainable Community Application Disclosure Authorization and 

Certification (sample form on page 13) 

 

 TAB #6 – CD-ROM: The CD-ROM should include the following contents: 

 

 Map in pdf format of the proposed Sustainable Community area 

 

 GIS shapefile of the proposed Sustainable Community boundaries and other GIS 

related data, e.g., spreadsheet of detailed listing of parcels that form the project boundary.  

(If you have additional comments or questions about the GIS mapping requirements, please 

contact Brad Wolters, Senior GIS Specialist, Department of Housing and Community 

Development, Brad.Wolters@maryland.gov)  

 

 Pictures (jpeg format) of your Sustainable Community as it relates to your application  

 

 

 
 

mailto:Brad.Wolters@maryland.gov
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